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Course description and objectives
More than thirty years after its foundation, Lebanese Hezbollah remains an organization difficult to
understand. An Islamist terrorist group dedicated to destroying Israel or the first Arab national Resistance
to have ever defeated Tel-Aviv's troops, a patriotic and respectable party or a fascist network having
managed to control all levers of Lebanese political life... what exactly is Hezbollah? How did it acquire
such an important role in Lebanese politics? How are the latest socio-political transformations of the
Middle East affecting it, and how does it impact the Middle East in return?
This class has three purposes.
(1)
It first gives an articulated definition of Hezbollah, presenting a thorough history of the party,
describing its well-built internal structure, and the large scope of its social and political action;
(2)
It then explains the evolution of the party's mobilization;
(3)
Finally, it illustrates another path, political but mainly identity-related, that of the Shiite community,
today the main constituent of Lebanese society.

Prerequisites
No prerequisite required.

Learning outcomes
At the end of the course, the students enrolled will have an advanced understanding of
(1)
Hezbollah’s nature, goals, practices and history,
(2)
the notion of militancy in contexts of violence,
(3)
the main differences between major Islamic and jihadist movements,
(4)
a critical notion of foreign intervention, peacemaking, peacebuilding, state building, reconciliation,
and transitional justice.

Assignments and grading
Grading is as follows: participation (10%) – book reports (2*30% = 60%) – final exam (40%).
Each student is expected to submit two book reports. Each paper, of 2 000 words, should not only
summarize the content of the assigned text, but also—and more importantly—assess the author’s
arguments critically, draw out the reading’s relevance to the themes of the course.
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The final exam – writing a paper on a subject chosen among two possible choices submitted by the
instructor (3h exam) will take place at the end of the semester. The grading will be based on the quality of
the quality of the analysis, and the relevance of the examples used to illustrate the argument.
The numerical grade distribution will dictate the final grade. The passing grade for a course is 10/20.
Class participation: Active class participation – this is what makes classes lively and instructive. Come
on time and prepared. Class participation is based on quality of comments, not quantity.
Exam policy: In the exam, students will not be allowed to bring any document (except if allowed by the
lecturer). Unexcused absences from exams or failure to submit cases will result in zero grades in the
calculation of numerical averages. Exams are collected at the end of examination periods.

Course structure
Session

Topic

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Introducing Shiism and the Islamic Movements of the Middle East
The Political Mobilization of the Shia and the Second Israeli Invasion (1973-1982)
Creating Hezbollah: A Lebanese Project under Iranian Mentorship
Hezbollah’s Internal Organization and Mobilizing Levers
The Relationship between Hezbollah and Iran/Syria
On the Way to Liberation (1982-2000)
Hezbollah and the Israeli War of Summer 2006
Hezbollah in Politics after the Civil War (1990-2005) and the Syrian Tutelage (2005-2011)
Hezbollah in Power (2011-present)
The Special Tribunal for Lebanon: Hezbollah and Rafic Hariri’s Assassination
Hezbollah and the Sunni-Shiite Divide in the 2010 Decade

12

Final Exam
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MyCourse
This course is on MyCourse: No

Academic integrity
Be aware of the rules in Université Paris Dauphine about plagiarism and cheating during exams. All work
turned in for this course must be your own work, or that of your own group. Working as part of a group
implies that you are an active participant and fully contributed to the output produced by that group.

Academic calendar
Dates
(Monday/Sunday)
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06/01/20

12/01/20

13/01/20
20/01/20
27/01/20
03/02/20
10/02/20
17/02/20
24/02/20
02/03/20
09/03/20
16/03/20
23/03/20
30/03/20
06/04/20
13/04/20
20/04/20
27/04/20
4/05/20

19/01/20
26/01/20
02/02/20
09/02/20
16/02/20
23/02/20
01/03/20
08/03/20
15/03/20
22/03/20
29/03/20
05/04/20
12/04/20
19/04/20
26/04/20
03/05/20
10/05/20

International
Affairs courses
Welcome Week +
French seminar
1
2
3
4
5
Holidays
6
7
8
9
10
11
Holidays
Exams

